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            Well like any average boy I grew up playing and admiring toy cars. Not only because it’s the most common gift for boy, but I was also fond of cars. They were always my favorite toy to play with. I remember going to the store and just looking at the toy cars seeing which ones I had and which ones I needed for my little collection. 
            As I grew older my love for cars also grew. I was nine years old when I really started to notice all the nice cars with the nice paint jobs and rims. I would always fantasies about my future car. Most of my time in school was focused cars and drawing instead of my school work.
I think I was in the fifth grade when I was first introduced to Low-Riders. I fell in love with low-riders right away especially because they jumped. I would love seeing low-riders; every time I would see them on the streets I would ignore everything else and just stay focused on the car. I would practically break my neck just to see the low-rider drive by. When I was younger I would always be excited on Cinco de Mayo because I knew they always had Low-rider shows to celebrate. I always loved going to the show to see all the nice cars with there amazing paint jobs mostly of half-naked girls and Aztecs with wonderful color schemes. And who can forget the low-rider jumping competition, I would arrive to the competition half an hour early just so I could get a good spot to watch the cars as they jump. I used to get mad and push people out of my way if I wasn’t able to get a good view of the cars. Even though the jumping competition is were most of the action is at in the show it still wasn’t my favorite part of the show. My favorite part was just watching and admiring the beautiful paint jobs.

I always liked drawing but I never really recognized my talent until I went threw my “Graffiti Stage”. I started to do graffiti as a freshman in high school. At first I just started doing it so I could get a little fame for my crew, but after a while I slowly started to get better and I started trying to do bigger and bigger taggings. But after a couple of years I stopped tagging in the streets and just kept my work on paper. I also moved on from just tagging and started to also draw characters and more complex stuff.

When I turned seventeen one of my uncles gave me an airbrush gun for my birthday he told me to practice so one day I could paint cars like him. If only using an airbrush was as easy as using a pencil. The first time I picked up the gun I had trouble controlling it and the paint didn’t come out even. The first thing I tried painting was my door, I tried to tag my name on it, but the paint was kind of hard to control there was spots and drips of paint every where you couldn’t even tell it was suppose to be my name. 

Well sense I always liked cars and I always liked art I was thinking why not mix the two and make that my career. They say you won’t be happy with your life if you’re not happy with your job, that’s why I wanted to paint cars for a living. I also herd that it pays pretty good especially if you can open up your own shop.
Getting Started.

Well there are many ways to start any career but as always school is the most popular and seems to be the best approach. Well for my career you would have to be well experienced with an airbrush gun and you must be committed to your career. To be a professional car painter you could either start by working in a body shop as an assistant or apprentice and learn some skills along the way, its more fun than school but it takes longer and its more of a struggle. You could always go to a trade school to learn everything you need to know but then you would probably have to move out of state and you will probably have to pay at least $30,000. There are many schools that you could attend to learn car painting skills, you never know there might be a school right in your backyard. Well I decided to study two of the most popular schools “Wyotech Institute”, and “U.T.I”, which I am planning to attend, but I still haven’t decided which school is best for me.
“U.T.I”

Well U.T.I is a pretty popular school and has thirteen different schools in the whole United States. If I decide to attend U.T.I, I would probably attend the U.T.I in Sacramento because its only two hours away from Reno and I wouldn’t want to go far from Reno, so I could return home after I’m done with school. I also learned that it is the newest U.T.I school. 

U.T.I’s collision repair and refinishing technology program provides the knowledge and skill that you need to become a successful entry-level collision repair and refinish technician. In there program you will learn about welding, frame alignment, mechanical and electrical repair and everybody’s favorite custom paint jobs. They also provide an industry standard program called I-CAR (Inter-Industry Conference on Auto collision Repair). U.T.I’s collision repair and refinishing technology core program is 51 weeks long and cost $24,000 for 14 months. U.T.I’s programs offer hands-on training, state-of-the-art facilities, dedicated and experienced instructors, strong industry connections, NATEF/ASE certification credits, DuPont refinishing credentials, I-CAR credentials, “Snap-On” tool kit for graduates($1000 Value), and a lot of student support. U.T.I offers a lot for there student they have U.T.I student services offices, housing assistance, employment services, financial aid and also scholarships. U.T.I is a great school but this education isn’t free so it also comes with its great price. It cost around 24,000 dollars to attend U.T.I for fourteen months.
“The Institute of Wyotech”

The institute of Wyotech is also a well known school and it has six different schools in the United States. Wyotech also has a campus close to my home in Reno, Nevada. This campus is located in Sacramento, California and I have herd from a friend that it is a pretty nice campus. Wyotech also has a collision repair program similar to U.T.I’s program that pays special attention to; heating and cooling systems, air conditioning, electrical circuits, steel and aluminum panel repair, power accessories, restrain system, structural straightening, suspension systems, squeeze-type resistance spot welding, antilock brakes and they also pay special attention to tractional tire systems. Wyotechs refinishing program gives you instructions on; surface preparation and masking, spray gun operation, detailing, spot repair and blending techniques, corrosion protection, refinishing equipment, worker protection, hazardous materials, damage analyses, plastic welding, and also body repairs and refinishing. Wyotech students who are inroled in the collision repair and refinishing program can also chose to improve there skills in car customization by taking extra classis that specialize in: custom trim and upholstery appliance, applied service management, motor sport chassis fabrication, or street rod and custom fabrication. With the skills you get from Wyotech you could turn any normal car to a unique and amazing piece of art. Wyotech is an amazing school especially if you want to specialize in car customization. It cost 27,000 dollars to attend Wyotech for a year and a half.
“What does it take?”

Many people ask them self what does it take to be successful in this career and how can they be successful as an auto-body repairest. Well yesterday’s mechanics were usually self-taught, had to do a lot of manual labor and mechanical repair, yesterdays mechanics had low wages, didn’t have to be customer oriented and they were easily replaced. Its seems that if you were in the car business in the past it was harder cause of the low technology but I think that they were also respected cause not many people know about car especially in the past. Now a days these mechanics like to call themselves “technicians” because they are professionally trained, they have high-tech skills, they focus on safety, they have problem solving and math skills, they have to have great customer service, they get excellent pay and they are highly respected and are “in demand”. I think the car industry field got easier to work in because of all the technology and there is a demand on more workers and specialist. Every were you turn there is a car and Americans love there cars so it’s pretty easy being successful in this career. An average auto-body repairist in Reno, Nevada makes about $35,000 a year. There is a good handful of auto body shops in Reno but almost all of those shops just give you a standard paint job and don’t really off any custom offers. That is why after I finish my training I want to come back to Reno and open up my own auto body shop that specializes in custom paint jobs and in custom body work. 
“Over View”
Americans care a lot about there cars most even refer to there cars as there “babys” and they will invest most of there money into there cars. Every one wants to have there car looking good and shiny they want to get attention and have people stare at them as they drive by. Who could blame them every one likes to get attention and it feels great when people envy you. That’s why people put in so much money into there cars and they pay for a nice paint job or some new rims. Americans love being unique and knowing that nobody has a car or motorcycle like the one that they own.
